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CONFIDENTIAL LUANDA 1470 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELTN AO 

SUBJECT: CONDITIONS IN PORT OF LOBITO 
REF: LUANDA 1421 

1. ON SEPTEMBER 29 K.J.RJM NETHERCOT, A BRITISH SUBJECT, AND 
DIRECTOR OF LEOPOLD WALFORD SHIPPING LIMITED COMPANY (LONDON), 
THE EUROPEAN SHIPPING AGENTS FOR THE BENGUE RAILROAD, RETURNED 
FROM A VISIT TO LOBITO AND INFORMED THE CONSULATE GENERAL AS 
FOLLOWS: 

2. THE PORT OF LOBITO IS NOW MOVING AT A SLOW PACE LARGELY 
BECAUSE OF CONGESTION. THERE ARE JUST NOT ENOUGH STORAGE FAC- 
ILITIES DUE TO CLOSURE OF THE RAILROAD. THE DEPARTURE OF CONS- 
IDERABLE SUPERVISORY AND TECHNICAL PERSONNEL IS ALSO HAVING 
ITS EFFECT. HE STATED THAT ON SPETEMBER 28 THE LOCAL MPLA 
COMMANDER ANNOUNCED "WE ARE AT WAR WITH ZAIRE" (FOR THEIR 
SUPPORT OF FNLA) AND THUS "NOTHING WILL BE SHIPPED OR TRANS- 
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STATED THAT SENIOR MPLA OFFICIALS IN LUANDA WERE MOVING TO 
OVER-RULE THE LOCAL COMMANDER AS THEY DID NOT WANT TO DAMAGE 
MPLA "IMAGE AS A RESPONSIBLE GROUP." 

3. SOURCE STATED THAT THE MAIN ACTIVITY IN PORT OF LOBITO 

IS NOW OUTLOADING HOUSHOLD EFFECTS OF PORTUGESE REFUGEES FROM 
CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN ANGOLA AND THE REFUGEES THEMSELVES WHO 
ARE BEING SENT BY SEA IN FAIRLY CROWED CONDITIONS TO LUANDA 
FOR AIRLIFT TO LISBON. 

4. HE SAID THAT ON SEPTEMBER 28 A CONVOY OF 500 VEHICLES, 

MOSTLY PRIVATE CARS, ARRIVED IN LOBITO FROM SOUTHWESTERN AND 
CENTRAL ANGOLA AFTER HAVING SOME DIFFICULTIES IN CROSSING 
FROM FNLA/UNITA CONTROLLED TERRITORY TO MPLA TERRITORY. 

5. HE SAID THAT MORALE WAS GENERALLY POOR IN THE AREA OF LOBITO 
BENGUELA, THAT PORTUGESE MILITARY AUTHORITIES HOPED TO DEPART 
ON OCTOBER 15 AND THAT MUNICIPAL SERVICES ARE BEGINNING TO 
BREAK DOWN. 
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